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RESOLUTION NO. 10-03 

 

RECOGNITION OF THE LEGACY OF ROBERTO MAESTAS 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Seattle Human Rights Commission was established in 1963 to advocate for 

justice and equal opportunity, to advise the City of Seattle on human rights issues, and to 

collaborate with public and private sectors in order to educate them on methods to prevent and 

eliminate discrimination city-wide; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Seattle Human Rights Commission gratefully pursues this mission in the 

company of many other advocates;  and  

 

WHEREAS, the Seattle Human Rights Commission wishes to recognize the special 

achievements, humanity, and legacy of one of the City’s greatest human rights advocates; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas served the people of Seattle as a powerful human and civil rights 

leader; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas led the 1972 occupation of a boarded up school on Beacon Hill 

and founded El Centro de la Raza - the Center for the People, now standing as a legacy of hope 

and community; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas throughout his career of social advocacy fought for the rights of 

the oppressed, including Indian tribes, laborers, Asian Americans, African Americans, and many 

others; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas asked us to be “kind and loving and generous, to be forgiving, to 

learn from each other, to be open about each other's ideas, to respect each other - whether they 

agree or not, to never use violence and aggression”; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas will be missed by his beloved wife Estela and his children, 

family, and friends; and 

 

WHEREAS, Roberto Maestas’s achievements have left an indelible and wondrous imprint on 

the social fabric of Seattle, 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Seattle Human Rights Commission hereby 

recognizes and honors Roberto Maestas for his lifetime of service to the people of Seattle; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Seattle Human Rights Commission joins in the many 

voice of others that are called to carry on the legacy of Roberto Maestas – through social justice, 

understanding, kindness, love, and empowerment of the people. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Seattle Human Rights Commission pursuant to its 

By-Laws in the City of Seattle by the Executive Committee on October 7, 2010. 
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_____________________________   _____________________________ 

Roslyn Solomon, Chairwoman   Chris Stearns, Vice-Chair 

 


